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From the Editor:

Hello again one and all.

With the recent clock change to BST, our summer shift pattern has now
started. Unfortunately, our normal method of accessing the Lookout has been
withdrawn. Our Station Management Team, especially Peter H. and Andrew H.,
are working with NCI National, and MCA, with the hope of making positive
changes as soon as possible.

In the meantime, provisions have been made for those W/Ks who would
prefer, for whatever reason, not to walk from Solent Meads. Regrettably, but
understandably, some W/Ks have dropped out temporarily, until a resolution is
found.

Ken Male

In this issue:

e In Focus - a regular feature about one of our volunteers and any
personnel highlights

e Training update — new recruits and developments

e Thank you - to Friends & supporters

e Been there done that - a summary of recent ‘Incidents’ and Station
activities

e Looking Ahead — dates for your diary

e Stay in touch — essential contact details



In Focus

Name: David Wilkins

Role within the Station:
Watchkeeper

When and why did you join NCI
Hengistbury Head?

My wife and | retired in early 2015 and
we moved from Buckinghamshire to
Ashley Heath, near Ringwood. | already
knew the Bournemouth area reasonably
well, both from visits to see friends and
also business trips.

One day we walked up to Hengistbury
Head and saw the old boarded up
Coastguard lookout — it looked like a
superb place to volunteer at, so |
contacted NCI Head Office and asked if they had any plans to reopen it.

That was in February 2016; in October 2017 Karen Essery e-mailed to say that
the first planning meeting for interested parties was being set up and it took
place at the Commodore Hotel that December, led by Brian Roberts, Chris
Lloyd-Smith and Ed Essery. Early 2018 brought a succession of meetings, a
training course and our first watches in the Council Beach Office on
Southbourne Beach. In those days we only stood watches for a few days each
week, so my first Assessment to be a WK involved Chris L-S opening the office
just for me — that was scary, but | passed, and all the credit for that goes to
Chris and the superb training system and Handbook that he created. Later in
2018 we had the one-day course for our Short Range Radio Certificate. As I've
been a licensed Radio Amateur for many years, and demonstrated and sold



two-way radio for the last 20, | was relieved to score 100%. Anything less
would have been very embarrassing!

| was also on the committee for 3 years as Watchkeeper Members
Representative, which was a great opportunity to see what goes on behind the
scenes and the decisions that have to be taken to keep the station running and
financially viable for the long term.

What are the best and worst aspects of being part of NCI Hengistbury Head?
Best? The really warm HHNCI team, they make every watch a pleasure and |
enjoy working with every single one.

Worst? Nope, can’t think of a single thing. Although....not too keen on the fig
rolls that appear in the biscuit tin from time to time :<(

Are you a sailor?

Sorry, but absolutely not. | grew up in North West London and I've always
lived miles from the sea. My total seagoing experience is a few cross channel
ferries to France (loved the Seacat to Calais). Does hiring a small outboard
boat on the Thames count?

Tell us a little about your career.

Most of my working life has been in sales in one form or another. For the last
20+ years | was a sales manager with Kenwood UK (the Japanese radio and HiFi
corporation, not the English food mixer firm of the same name) — mainly selling
Amateur Radio (hobby) radios to all our main dealers in the UK, plus also
working with smaller dealers selling two-way business radios in the
business/industry market. | travelled all around England plus a few trips to
Scotland and sometimes came down to Christchurch where we had a dealer on
the Fairmile Road (it’s a vape shop now).

You must have had some real career highs and lows!

My time at Kenwood was a real high. They were a very good company to work
for and | actually enjoyed going to work every day — nice people, nice
customers and the products were very high quality. Sadly most of it’s gone
now in the face of competition from other Japanese brands and from China.

Lows?
A few months running the Finance department in a Mercedes-Benz dealership.



The owner set every department against the others and it was a nightmare to
work there. Glad | left.

Hobbies

I’'ve been a licensed Amateur Radio operator for decades, talking to other
stations in the UK and around the world.

Family history research.

History in general but especially European/Ottoman/Viking.

Going to the gym and biking too...

Hi-Fi and music, especially electric guitar bands like Dire Straights.
Mechanical and automatic wristwatches.

Cat? Dog? Stick Insect?
Cat every time.

Favourite tipple
Tea, generous with the milk, no sugar. Thank you.

Favourite Book/Film
That’s a very tricky question. Favourite book amongst many must be
“Jerusalem The Biography” by Simon Seabag Montefiore.

Film.... I guess the first Star Wars, followed closely by Blade Runner. And the
Wizard of Oz. Sorry, that’s three.

What, for you, is the best bit of being part of NCl Hengistbury Head?

As before, our fellow Watchkeepers, be they SMs or newbies. The location,
the view and being part of the Blue light family of the Coastguards with the
RNLI and our other local NCI stations too.

And finally, where’s your feel-good, favourite place?

Walking in the sun, with my wife, on the beach where we live at Barton On
Sea, with a lovely chocolate ice-cream from the local shop and looking out
across a sparkling sea to the Isle of Wight in the distance. Magic....



Training Update

The Station Management Team has recently hosted a series of Meet the
Manager sessions, at the Lookout. Following that, we now have 13 potential
new Watchkeepers joining us. Their evening meeting is scheduled for 14/5/25
They are very welcome to our team and we are looking forward to them
completing their training and joining the ranks of the ‘fully fledged’. It’s a good
time of year for gaining experience as the seas around us will be getting busier
and calling on our support more frequently.

Thank you....

A Big Thank you

We were delighted to receive £750
donation from Christchurch Harbour
Association as one of their Charities.
Jason, Dave and Lindsay visited the
lookout and had a short presentation
of our work. The CHA are very active
in the harbour engaging with clubs,
businesses and charities associated
with the local water.

The picture shows Peter Holway,
Station Manager, receiving the
cheque from their representatives. It
is nice to be valued by our maritime
neighbours in such a positive way.

And another...

Our Watchkeeper Peter Ellis gave a talk to Cadnam British Legion on the 18th
March and raised £50 for the Station funds.

Been there, done that.....

Incidents since last ‘Ahoy’

An “Incident” in NCI terms is a situation involving contact to, or from any of the
emergency services where we are asked, or expected, to take part. At this time



of year, when things get busier, both on and off the water, the number of
incidents often increases. Most recent Incidents appear at the top of this list.

CRT = Coastguard Rescue Team; MoP = Member of Public CG = Coastguard; ILB
= Inshore Lifeboat; LB = Lifeboat; NFA = no further action; cas evac = casualty
evacuation; FAWGI = False Alarm with Good Intent

Date
Incident

of

Incident Summary

Lifeboat
involved

29/03/25

NCI observed a RIB hit rocks, and was then washed off but
drifting. HMCG informed, and advised same vessel had
previously gone aground. Vessel eventually started one
engine, but appeared to have , damaged the prop. Vessel
very slowly moved towards quay and tied up. CG informed
that all was safe.

No

15/03/25

HMCG called NCI asking for search following report from
MOP of a flashing light 500 mtrs offshore. Thorough search
carried out, nothing seen, no vessels in area.

No

05/03/25

Motor vessel was in difficulty in thick sea mist during
crossing from Channel Islands. AlS not working, fog horn
sounding. HMCG asked NCI if they had an update, as
comms with CG poor. W/K left lookout, to listen for fog
horn. CG radioed vessel with no response. NCI closed
lookout with permission from CG, incident ongoing.

No

22/02/25

NCI observed a RIB aground on sand bar. POB got out but
could not start engine. HMCG informed, monitoring
requested. Passing ferry also reported incident. ILB tasked,
and attached a tow line. , Casualty vessel was recovered to
quay, all safe.

Yes

22/02/25

MOP informed NCI there was a possible harmful substance
on beach. W/K went to observe, HMCG informed, photo
supplied. Incident was closed after lookout -closed,
Environment Agency involved.

No

10/02/25

NCI observed a tender on sandbank, HMCG informed.
Monitoring requested. ILB tasked by CG, no occupants
found on vessel, so it was towed back to slipway.

Yes

07/02/25

HMCG contacted NCI and asked for a search for a yacht
which had missed its ETA. Description given (same incident
as I/R 52448 ) RNLI LBs, and HELO tasked. Emergency
alerts issued to all ships. , Casualty found by LB next day,
and assistance given, assets stood down.

Yes




NCI called HMCG re. long term carrier wave on Ch 16, CG
used RNLI to locate culprits bearing. Yacht in harbour
05/02/25 located and instructed to shut down transmission. Yes

NCI observed an inflatable, 2 POB, moored to buoy and
fishing. When they tried to start engine they were
unsuccessful. No lifejackets. HMCG informed. Casualties
released from buoy and tried to row, but tide too strong, CG
updated. Pan Pan issued by CG, and B.F. cutter offered to
send RIB. Casualties gradually made it to shore, NCI
02/02/25 advised help not needed, so RIB returned to cutter. All safe | No

I5 years service recognition

Andrew Haines is shown presenting
the 15years service award to Andrew
McEwan.

| Andrew joined the new Hengistbury
Head team from St. Albans Head
station and was helpful in supporting
the new recruits back in March 2018.
He has decided to step down from
WK role to WKA (Watchkeeper
Assistant) and we are pleased he is
staying with us for the foreseeable
period. Congratulations from HH

§ Management Committee.

5 Year Award

This picture shows Andrew Haines
presenting Mary Turner with her 5-year
service award and badge. Mary is also our
Quartermaster, coordinating the purchase
of uniforms, and a valuable member of the
HH team.




Looking Ahead

For your diary

25th May — Blue Light Day

Stay in touch

Please let us know if any of your personal contact details change. Address all
correspondence to our Friends Administrator Ken Male — ken.male@nci.org.uk.

who will also be happy to provide details of how to become a Friend should you know
of anyone interested.
You can keep up to date with our activities via various social media:
e Facebook Hengistbury Head NCI
e Twitter @NCIHengistburyH
e Instagram @hengistburyheadnci
And, of course, by keeping up to date from our website.........
https://hhnci.org.uk NCI Hengistbury Head is one of 60 NCI Stations around the UK
keeping “Eyes along the coast”.
Current Station opening hours 8.00am-7.00pm




