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By swiftly adapting to the ever-changing pandemic rules, the Station remained
operative throughout 2021; the management team, Watchkeepers and supporters
are to be commended on their rapid responses in order to maintain “Eyes along the
coast”.
We look forward to more settled times in 2022 and wish all our Friends a peaceful
and healthy New Year.

In this issue:
● In Memoriam - we give thanks for the service of those no longer with us
● In Focus - a regular feature about our volunteers
● Congratulations – Qualified Watchkeepers
● Thank you - to Friends & supporters
● Been there done that - a summary of recent Station events
● Looking forward – planned events
● Stay in touch – essential contact details

In Memoriam
It is with great sadness that we report the passing of two valued team members this
year: Ros Davies, who attended our first ever Training Course in February 2018, and
Michael Gourlay, who joined us the following year. We give thanks for their loyal
service to our Station. Our thoughts are with their families and friends, and with any
other readers who have lost loved ones this year.

In Focus
Name

Caroline Walker

Roles within Station

Watchkeeper
PR/Media Officer
Miss Piggy (you’ll just have to read on!)
Tell us a little about your
PR/Media role
I love it! Briefly, it involves
preparing promotional material
(leaflets, calendars etc), writing
articles for local publications,
putting together press releases,
and generally building positive
relations with our Search and
Rescue (SAR) partners, business
partners, the local community and
local press and press agencies. Our
social media pages, Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter, are used to
keep our followers up to date with
our operations, training, events,
biscuits supply levels etc.

And Miss Piggy?
Having been a commercial photographer, it became a regular topic of conversation
on quieter Watches with several colleagues saying they had a camera in a drawer
that hadn’t seen the light of day for years, and that they wished they knew better
how to use it. And so, PIGS was born - our Photography Interest Group. We now
have a thriving group of enthusiastic and very competent photographers who meet
on a regular basis and provide photos for our social media pages as well as our
annual calendar. And as the group’s facilitator and bossy boots, I became Miss Piggy.
Was photography your career?
I’ve always had a passion for photography but didn’t have the opportunity to turn it
from a hobby into a job until later years. My ‘corporate career’ was as a business
systems analyst, but after having to take a couple of years out due to illness I decided
I didn’t want to spend the next 25 years behind a desk and was fortunate enough to
be able to do a variety of jobs that I really engaged with - piano teacher, fitness
coach for after-school clubs, dog walker/pet sitter and leading on from there to being
a commercial dog portrait and Dorset landscape photographer.
So how and why did you end up at NCI Hengistbury Head?
At the beginning of 2018 I decided to close my business and return to just enjoying
my photography as a hobby but wondered what I was going to do with my time.
Then, as you’ve read so many times, the article appeared in the Echo about the
opening of NCIHH. Despite my being able to get seasick in a puddle and therefore
steering well clear of anything boaty, not knowing one end of a chart from the other
and being completely useless with anything more technical than a camera, I decided
to apply, and the rest, as they say, is history.
Why do you enjoy being part of NCI Hengistbury Head?
So many reasons. Hengistbury Head and the sea have been a huge part of my entire
adult life. I moved to Bournemouth from Surrey when I was 17 to go to
Bournemouth Polytechnic (as it was then) and apart from a couple of years when
work took me to the Midlands, I have always lived no more than 10 minutes from the
sea within the BCP area. I don’t do boats, but I do open water swimming and I
walked my dog on the Head just about every day for 12 years. To be able to give
something so worthwhile back to the area that I have always called home is a real
privilege. And not much can beat being able to call the Lookout my office.
I have learned a huge amount in all aspects of Watchkeeping and have even
ventured out onto the water with my colleagues a few times (some of them more
successful than others!).

To spend time with such a great bunch of people who come from so many different
walks of life with a wealth of different experiences and expertise is incredibly
rewarding. There is always something to learn and a new story to hear. And I love
talking to the people, and dogs, who stop outside the Lookout.
Added to all of that, I have the perfect opportunity to continue to take photos of one
of the most beautiful parts of the country and share them on our social media feeds.
What hobbies do you have apart from photography?
At the beginning of this year, I decided to learn how to paint (watercolours) and a bit
like swimming and drinking alcohol (I hardly drank until I was 23!) I may have come
to the game a little late in life, but I find I really enjoy it and I’m quite good at it.
I learned to swim properly in my late 30s and regularly go for early morning dips and
have taken part in the Pier to Pier swim many times.
With most of mine and my partner’s families living overseas, travel is a big part of
life. Unfortunately, COVID has put foreign trips on hold but hopefully next year visits
and visitors will resume.
Playing the piano, going for a jog (more of a shuffle these days) along the prom and
just being outdoors in nature surrounded by animals, insects and flowers all make
me happy. Then home for a large G&T
Cat or Dog?
Dog. I’ve had dogs most of my life, along with cats, rabbits, guinea pigs, hamsters
and rats so really anything with fur and four legs is welcome in my home.
Anything else?
Yes. Have you all bought at least one of our NCIHH 2022 calendars?* If not, please
check out our website for a list of retailers. All the proceeds go directly to our
Station. www.hhnci.org.uk

Thank you, Caroline - apart from your work in your multiple roles, it’s a real
bonus to have your photography expertise available to us!
* details later on in Ahoy!

Congratulations….. ☺☺☺
…to Tim Skinner who passed his Final Assessment on 8th November. We welcome
you to the team and wish you many years of enjoyable Watchkeeping with NCI HH.

Thank you….
We continue to be most appreciative of all the support for our Station, to those who
give of their time and to those who support us through donations and fundraising
ventures, reports of which appear below.
Many Watchkeepers support the Station beyond their Watchkeeping duties in
activities behind the scenes. Being self-financing, we are lucky to have a multitalented pool of willing helpers on whose skills we call from time to time – refreshing
the Station with a coat of paint here and there, fetching and carrying various
supplies, fixing notice boards to the building, designing new fundraising kit,
maintaining stationery supplies, making sure equipment is renewed when necessary,
ensuring tea and coffee supplies! We are grateful to each and every one of you who
does that little bit extra for the Station – thank you!

Been there, done that…..
Annual General Meeting
We were fortunate to have been able to hold our AGM in person in November, when
the following were elected to the Station Committee:
Station Manager
Peter Holway
Secretary
Gill Stevens
Treasurer
Ed Essery
W/keeper Rep (Comms)
Peter Ellis
W/keeper Rep (Welfare)
David Wilkins
Chris Lloyd-Smith, one of the founders of the Station, Training Manager and one of
the Deputy Station Managers since the Station’s inception, stepped down from these
roles at the AGM. The Station is most grateful to Chris for his unstinting hard work
over the past (almost) four years in setting up a thorough yet accessible training

scheme which enables potential Watchkeepers to be successful, and to ensure
ongoing training to maintain the rigorous national standards at NCIHH.

Training Update
At the inaugural meeting of the new Committee in late November, Brian Robinson
was appointed as the new Training Manager and was co-opted on to the Committee.
Brian echoes the Station’s thanks to Chris Lloyd-Smith for his sterling work in guiding
some 100 Watchkeepers through their qualification - an incredible achievement and
a hard act to follow indeed!
Subject to any Covid restrictions, we are looking forward to welcoming 10 new
Trainees to the next classroom training session on 6th January. Each one has already
completed their Observation Watch and at lease one “Newbie” shift.
The Training Team would like to wish each and every one of you an enjoyable festive
season; stay safe, and we look forward to sharing shifts with you in 2022.

Fundraising
Living Advent Calendar
We were delighted to have been invited to participate in this inaugural and innovative event
organised by the Rotary Club of Christchurch, and which took place throughout December.
The following is adapted from an article which appeared on our Facebook page,
summarising our participation on Monday 20th December:

What a great Christchurch Living Advent Calendar event we held, starting on
Christchurch High Street selling raffle tickets, calendars and cards whilst gratefully
accepting donations, before moving onto the Christchurch Rotary Club’s Advent
event at The Boathouse. Entertainment was provided by Sarah’s Sixth Form Sax
Group who played lots of our Christmas favourites, and some wonderful raffle prizes
made five lucky people very happy winners!
We have a lot of people to thank:
• The Rotary Club of Christchurch for inviting us to be one of their chosen
charities
• KAMM Civil Engineering (Adam McCormack) who was our sponsor for the
event and donated £500 to our Station.

• The Boathouse (Simon Bennett) for hosting the event and providing mulled
wine, mince pies and a raffle prize
• Sarah’s Sixth Form Sax Group for keeping the entertainment flowing
• Every single one of you lovely people who donated, bought raffle tickets and
calendars, and turned out to support us at The Boathouse
• Our volunteers and those from the Rotary Club of Christchurch who gave up
their time to help marshal people, sell tickets, “rattle” donation pots etc.
We couldn’t have done any of it without all of your help and support; it just goes to
show what amazing things can be achieved when a community pulls together.
The provisional tally of monies received from the event comes to a whopping
£1345.98
THANK YOU, ONE AND ALL!

Dog Water Bowl
Here is another article first reported on our Facebook page:

A big shout out to all our four-legged friends who dragged their owners up to the
Lookout on Boxing Day to check out their new water dispenser! Designed and
engineered by two of our own Watchkeepers (is there no end to their skills? - ed)
and incorporating its own slimline donations box, the unit proved popular with not
only the users, but also with Watchkeepers, for whom it is much more manageable!
The Dog Water Bowl is one of our major income sources and we are most grateful for
every single donation. THANK YOU!

Incidents since last Friends Newsletter in October
An “Incident” in NCI terms is a situation concerning the safety of life or property,
during which an NCI Station has observed, or had any involvement of supporting the
Coastguard (CG) or other Search and Rescue (SAR) resource.
Most recent Incidents appear at the top of this list.
CRT = Coastguard Rescue Team; MoP = Member of Public CG = Coastguard; ILB =
Inshore Lifeboat; LB = Lifeboat; nfa = no further action; cas evac = casualty
evacuation; FAWGI = False Alarm with Good Intent
Date of
Incident

Incident Summary

Lifeboat
involved

18/12/2021

HMCG requested visual on 4 kayakers. Kayakers logged but then
out of sight. Various areas checked but no-one seen. CRT searched
shoreline - no result. HMCG closed incident at 1547hrs

No

15/12/2021

HMCG informed NCI that a dog had gone over cliff, landed halfway
down. CRT tasked. W/K monitored situation at scene by radio. Dog
recovered by CRT - no injuries.

No

12/12/2021

HMCG reported to NCI that MOP had reported wing surfer in
difficulty. Visual established, no apparent problem. CG informed.,
NCI lost visual due to poor visibility, and subsequently saw no sign,
Assumed to have come ashore, incident closed.

No

Looking ahead ….. → → →
2022 NCIHH Calendars
With very limited supplies (fewer than
50), this is your final opportunity to
purchase an excellent piece of wall art!
The photographs in the calendars are of
our beautiful surrounding areas and all
were taken by members of the
Watchkeepers’ Photography Interest
Group (aka The PIGs).
A sample month’s “spread” →

...and an overview of the year’s
photos…

The calendars are available to Friends, Watchkeepers, and their families and friends,
at a special price of £6 each instead of the recommended retail price of £7.50.
If you would like a calendar, please contact our Friends Administrator - Adele Orr Adele.Orr@nci.org.uk who will be happy to arrange delivery/collection/postage.

Stay in touch
Please let us know if any of your personal contact details change. Please address all
correspondence to our Friends Administrator, Adele Orr (Adele.Orr@nci.org.uk) who
will also be happy to provide details of how to become a Friend should you know of
anyone interested.
You can keep up to date with our activities via various social media:
● Facebook
● Twitter
● Instagram

Hengistbury Head NCI
@NCIHengistburyH
@hengistburyheadnci
_________________________________

NCI Hengistbury Head is one of 56 NCI Stations around the UK keeping “Eyes along
the coast”.
Current opening hours are 8am - 5pm or dusk if earlier
______________________________

The next edition of Ahoy! will be published at the end of February 2022

