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Ahoy! 
National Coastwatch Institution    The bi-monthly newsletter for Friends of 

www.nci.org.uk    Hengistbury Head Lookout and its Watchkeepers 

Issue 3 April 2020    

 

Hello everyone! 

We trust this finds you and your loved ones keeping well and occupied.  As you 

can imagine, in line with a National directive and HM Government’s 

requirements, there have been no Watches at the Lookout since mid-March.  

Accordingly, this issue of  Ahoy! is rather spartan compared to our first two 

editions!  Nevertheless we are delighted to bring you some updates and hope 

you enjoy the distraction this publication brings.   

Keep well and stay safe   

 

In this issue:  

 

 Congratulations – recently qualified Watchkeepers 

 In Focus – a regular feature about our volunteers.  In this edition: Training manuals 

at the ready….. 

 NCI around the coast – an occasional series as Friends and Watchkeepers visit other 

Stations.  This issue’s report is not exactly in line with the brief for this section, but 

relates to a point of interest on our local coast. 

 Been there, done that… – a summary of recent Station events – a very short section 

indeed! 

 Looking forward – planned events – hmmmm, what could there be here? A puzzling 

question… 

 Stay in touch – essential contact details 
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 Congratulations…..    
 

The only successful assessment since the last edition was Richard Soloman on the 4th March 

– welcome to the Team, Richard!   We wish you much enjoyment and every success in your 

work for the Station. 

 

We have three Trainees whose postponed assessments will be re-arranged as soon as 

possible once we are up and running again. 

 

We now have 88 fully qualified Watchkeepers and, due to one resignation, 7 Trainees.  We 

thank you all for your ongoing commitment to NCI Hengistbury Head.  

 

 

 

 

    In Focus  
           
 

 
Name    Chris Lloyd-Smith   

 
Role within Station  Deputy Station Manager (DSM); Training Officer 
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Tell us about what your roles involve 
As DSM I assist Peter and Ed with the day to day running of the Station, and with 

formulating policy when required, but my main role has been to create and coordinate the 

training system through which we have been able to move from five qualified Watchkeepers 

to nearly ninety in just two years  - with the help of the rest of the training team, of course! 

 

What did you do in your working life? 
I spent my entire working life in aeroplanes, starting off flying six-seater air taxis and 

working my way up to driving Boeing 747s and 777s around the world.  

 

 

Why and when did you join NCIHH? 

I knew when I retired there would be a huge hole in my life to fill. I was aware of Coastwatch 

from my walks around the south west coast and so sought out the nearest station to 

Christchurch, which happened to be Calshot Tower on the Solent. I carried out my first 

Watch there the day following my retirement in February 2016.  It was here at Calshot that, 

soon after starting, I met Brian Roberts and Ed Essery.  I never dreamed then that within 

two years I would be helping to run our very own lookout at Hengistbury Head.   

 

How do you like to spend your leisure time?  
I love walking and cycling and watching Formula 1 motor racing, but the love of my life is 

Sandpiper, a six-metre cabin cruiser which I share with two other Watchkeepers. 

 

How are you filling your lockdown time? 

I always have a daily cycle or walk; I’m doing a lot of gardening and have done volunteer 

shopping for the vulnerable. I am also trying to learn the piano. However, most of my time is 

spent creating brainteasers and other training material to keep the Watchkeepers up to 

scratch during these strange times! 

 

What's the best bit about volunteering with HHNCI? 
I love so many aspects of Watchkeeping at Hengistbury Head but I would have to say that it 

is working with so many amazing people (and the view!). 

 

 

Many thanks, Chris – we hope you’re eating plenty of fish during the lockdown 

to keep those brain cells ticking over for the Training conundra! 
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NCI around the coast 

This edition has granted “poetic licence” for this report of a visit not to a Station, but to a 

great vantage point on the coast, not a million miles away… 

 

A different view of Christchurch Bay, from Hurst Castle – report by Watchkeeper Robin Hill 

During these unusual times, my wife and I are very grateful that we live within walking 

distance of Hurst Spit, its castle and lighthouse. During this period of social distancing we 

have walked to the castle most days; it’s just over an hour round trip and we see very few 

other people!   For those who prefer a more sedate method of arrival, the end of the Spit 

and thus the Castle can usually be reached by ferry from Keyhaven Marina. 

 

 
 

What is remarkable is the contrast with a normal day in these busy waters – there is a 

complete lack of sea traffic in Christchurch Bay and the Solent. In the Solent we see a very 

occasional Lymington fishing boat, but even the Isle of Wight ferry from Lymington to 

Yarmouth is conspicuous by its absence.  There is the occasional large commercial vessel 

moored off Gurnard, but that’s about it!  Looking towards Hengistbury Head and the 

Lookout, there is a complete lack of any visible sea traffic; strange times indeed. 

 

Overhead we see the occasional link to the Channel Islands, training flights are definitely 

reduced, light aircraft very scarce, but the Coastguard or Police helicopters make a rare 

appearance as a point of interest. 

 

When open, the Castle provides a playground of adventure for children and historians.  

Charles 1st used to exercise on Hurst Spit when he was kept at the Castle during December 

1648, before losing his head at The Tower of London!  
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With its commanding views of the Solent and beyond to Christchurch Bay, the Spit is an 

intensely popular location from which to watch the annual Round the Island Race, with 

ferries packed with day trippers  laden with picnics, binoculars and tripods for cameras.  At 

times you’d be certain the boats were playing “chicken” with the Spit, with split-second 

tacking at the last minute!  A word of advice should you choose to visit for this event one 

year – check the tides and the times of the last ferry back to harbour, or you’ll face a long 

walk home! 

 
Keep safe and well. 

 

Robin Hill   

 

Editor’s note – appealing though Hurst Spit may sound, please remember that, in line with 

HM Government’s current advice, you should NOT be driving to this location to visit. 

 

 

Been there, done that…. 

Declared Facility Status (DFS) – our assessment for DFS had been due to take place 22nd- 

23rd April; we await a revised date in due course. 
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Incidents since the last Friends Newsletter  
 

An “Incident” in NCI terms is a situation concerning the safety of life or property, during 

which an NCI Station has observed, or had any involvement of supporting the Coastguard 

(CG) or other Search and Rescue (SAR) resource.  NCI Hengistbury Head is the third busiest 

Station in the country after Porthcawl (84 Incidents) and Calshot Tower (60 Incidents), 

having been involved in 54 Incidents from 1st January to 30th December 2019.  This 

consolidates the importance of our presence on the Head.  Most recent Incidents appear at 

the top of this list.  CRT = Coastguard Rescue Team; MoP = Member of Public CG = 

Coastguard; ILB = Inshore Lifeboat; nfa = no further action; case vac = casualty evacuation. 

Incidents: 

 

 

07/03/2020 CG requested visual check on a member of the public’s report of a disabled 
vessel. NCI confirmed that it was stopped and fishing. Registered as FAWGI 
(False Alarm With Good Intent). 

08/03/2020 CG requested visual check on paddle boarders 'in trouble' reported by a 
member of the public. Individuals sighted and CG updated when they returned 
to beach safely. FAWGI 

14/03/2020 Reported downed kite surfer to CG. ILB attended, recovered kite and found 
owner safe on beach. 

17/03/2020 Reported lady in wheelchair very close to crumbling cliff edge. Watchkeeper 
spoke to her but she refused to move. CRT and police attended and took over 
the incident. 

18/03/2020 CG requested visual check on a member of the public’s report of craft 'in 
trouble' off Milford-on-Sea. We were able to confirm that they were military RIBs 
on exercise. FAWGI – no further action.  (This incident was recorded in the last 
Watch that occurred before the Station paused operations due to the 
Coronavirus.) 
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Looking ahead …..   →  →  →  → 
 

Visits to the Lookout for Friends of Hengistbury Head Lookout (FoHHL) 

We have promised those who support us by being “Friends of Hengistbury Head Lookout” 

the opportunity to join us in the Lookout and see first-hand what we do.  To facilitate this, 

we had scheduled a series of “open” Watches for FoHHL on one Saturday of each of the 

coming months, but these have been postponed until further notice.  We will bring you a 

revised programme in due course and thank you for your patience.   

 

Puzzle corner 

Another distraction now that the rain has arrived (for which all the gardens and gardeners 

are mighty grateful!).  These puzzles were sent to Stations from National – we hope you 

enjoy them.  Solution to the emoji puzzle appears at the end of this newsletter.  

 
Can you guess the NCI Station Names from these emojis: 

 

Item Clue Answer 

1. 

 

 

2. 

 

 

3. 

 

 

4. 

  

 

5. 
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6. 

  

 

7. 

    

 

8. 

   

 

9. 

  

 

10. 

  

 

11. 

   

 

12. 

   

 

13. 
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14. 

   

 

15. 

    

 

16. 

   

 

17. 

   

 

18. 
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This next puzzle may be best be tackled by printing the page.  No solution for 

this one! 
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Stay in touch  
Please let us know if any of your personal contact details change.  Please address all 

correspondence to our Friends administrator Maureen Taylor 

hengistburyhead.administration@nci.org.uk who will also be happy to provide details of 

how to become a Friend should you know of anyone interested.  

 

You can keep up to date with our activities via various social media:  

 Facebook  Hengistbury Head NCI 

 Twitter    @NCIHengistburyH 

 Instagram   @hengistburyheadnci 

 

 
NCI Hengistbury Head is one of 56 NCI Stations around the UK keeping “eyes along the 

coast”.  Summer opening hours with effect from Sunday 29th March are from 8am – 8pm 

(or sunset if earlier).  Please note that, in accordance with HM Government’s advice, the 

Station is closed until further notice. 

 

 

 

The next edition of  Ahoy! will be published at the end of June, 

meantime take care and stay safe! 

 

 
Solutions to emoji puzzle:  

1. Hornsea     16.  Swanage 

2. Worms Head     17.  Stone Point 

3. Chapel      18.  Portland Bill 

4. Lyme Bay 

5. Wells next the Sea 

6. Shoreham 

7. Exmouth 

8. Needles 

9. Southend 

10. Charmouth 

11. Folkestone 

12. Cape Cornwall 

13. Teignmouth 

14. Bass Point 

15. Polruan 
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